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bw Brief Tr at 


was a ſublime expreſſion, concerning the AL 
| mighty, and proceeded from a truly devout 
mind, · Were there but one reaſonable creature, 
„this would be his duty and happineſs, to turn his 

eyes towards this glorious ſun, and gaze for ever 
on his beauty and brightneſs*.” Though the 
diſtance be infinite between God and man; roger”. 
work of contemplation, ſome by a proper exerciſe f 


1 


their rational powers have found, as eaſy as it js 2 


delightful. In order that we may be the better able 
to raiſe our thoughts to him, he condeſcends to make 
.advances towards us: and Jeſus Chriſt, who was the 
bri ghtneſs of the Fathers glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon t, in ab hom dabelt all the fubne/5 of the 
gedbead bodilyt, thus ſpeaks in a language which i im- 


parts unſpeakable joy to a true believer's heart; If J 


any may love me, be will keep my worde; and WP 


* Mr. Grove. Wiſdom the aun Spring of Aion f the | 
| Deity p 305. 
+ Heb. 1 1. 3» 'F Cel. An 


1 RC 


% 
2 _ 
8 : lee 
mz 2 ; 
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EE 


Father will love him, and ave f come unto I and 
make our abode with him*. There are, however, 
- different 'modes and degrees, in which the Divine 
Being manifeſts himſelf. The manifeſtations of his 
glory and excellencies are more clear to Chriſtians in 
general than te mankind at large; and the words of 


our bleſſed Lord above quoted, refer to certain 


manifeſtations made to ſuch as are not only called 


= Chriſtians, but make it their conſtant endeayour | to 


do the _ which may pleaſe him. 8 = 


. God manifeſts — 1s mankind; , at large, , 5 the 
rlear and evident proofs, which the works of nature 
and providence afford of His Being and pe rfections. 
The ſun ſhining in its ſtrength, the moon enlivening 
the face of nature with its ſofter rays, and the ſtars 
glittering in the ſpacious firmament, loudly proclaim 
to the children of men, of every nation, and in every 
age, an all- powerful Creator. The earth alſo is full 
of his goodneſs. Seed-time and harveſt, winter and 
ſummer, day and night, do not ceaſe; and fo conſtant 
are the communications of the divine goodneſs, that 
the Almighty hath never left himſelf without wit- 
neſs, but his glory endureth for ever. 

"Yet theſe manifeſtations of TER! and power, 
though they lic open to all, are N overlooked | 


* Joha xi. 23» 9 5 
by 


ts) 


NED many. The greater part of: mankind pay little 
or no attention to them. This is very obſervable ' 
amengſt thoſe, whoſe daily employments, one would 
think, ſhould naturally ſuggeſt to their _— devout 
. contemplations on the ' greatneſs and / goodneſs of 


_ God. What numbers of huſbandmen are ee who 


commit the precious ſeed to the earth, ſee it ſpringing 
out of the ground, advancing towards maturity, 
bloſſoming, ripening, and at length fit to be gathered 
in, with a large increaſe, for their comfortably ſup- _ 
ply; who yet go on, year after year, beholding this, 
without feeling any emotions of warm and pious 
gratitude? A perſon who, makes a proper uſe of his 
reaſon, would hardly ſuppoſe it poſſible, that thoſe, 

who are daily witneſſes to the pleaſing and wonderful 

productions of nature, ſhould feel no inward reverence _ 
for, and never direct a ſerious thought to, the adorable 
Former of all things. Yet this is a very common 
caſe. Numbers are quite ſtupified and brutiſh, not 
becauſe God hath not manifeſted himſelf unto them, 
for they are ſurrounded on every fide with the proofs 
of his goodneſs, and there is a /ight which lighteth 

every nan that cometh into the wworld*. This of 
itſelf, if men were not criminally inattentive, could 
not fail of leading to the acknowledgment, i not to 
the diſcovery of a great Firſt Cauſe, and aft * 
| 11 almighty Preſerver. 


„ Joha l. y* 5 


6 6 * N | 
To _ eriminal inattention then muſt be. imputed 
chat dogree of ignorance which the conſiderate cannot 
hehold without aſtoniſhment, "To this it -is owing. 
that the world, that is, by far the greateſt part of 
the inhabitants of it, know ſo little of Him who made 
them. and. all things. In order that thoſe mani- 
feſtations of the divine perfections may promote pious 
diſpoſitions of mind, they muſt he comtemplated; 
the thoughts muſt be direfted to the cauſe from. 
whence they proceed. When men behold the earth 
bringing forth its fruits, and the little hills rejoicing 
on exery fide, they ſhould alſo rejoice in the Lord, 
and give thanks unto his name. Happy are thoſe | 
whom the loving-kindneſs, of their God render; 


grateful. However diſadvantageous their circum. 


ſtances may be, as to coming to che knowledge of 
| the truck, yet he will delight over them to do them 


Many in ignorant and heathen lands have 3 | 


and goodneſs, which lie open to the notice and ob- 


| ſervation of every reaſonable creature. Thoſe, there- 
fore, who, by living in a Chriſtian and proteſtant 
country, have numberleſs helps and aſſiſtances, to 

promote their acquaintance with God, , muſt be en- 


tirely without excuſe if the things they behold j in the 


heavens above, and i in the earth axound them, do not 
| produce 


. % 1 0 
produce in their minds an habitual reverence and lo, 
and direct their hearts to this inquiry, What ball we 
render unto the Lord fur all bis benefits thwards us? - 


2 a e unter "_ God Fe 105 2 0 
e 8 ol , e 100 


All the children of Adam as e the wen. 
| 4 and enjoy the bounties, of providence; but only 
ſome of them are ſo ſituated as to be able to come to 
the knowledge of what God hath reveited by Mis 
Son. This is the happy lot of Britain. The book 
of grace as well as the book of nature, lies open be- 
| Fore our eyes. We may all know the Lord, from the 
| leafteven unto the greateſt ; for the only-Beyotren den, 
abo was in the gz 1 aan Be Bath declireld 
une. 7. 1 "i 


Now the truth of che Chrĩſtian W on 
In the New Teſtamertt (and for the reception of which 


the world was in ſome thedſure prepared by neans df 


the Old) is eſtabliſned beyond all rational doubt. 
The evidences are ſufficient to ſatisfy *hy honeſt in- 


e ind. which ippliesHcTf uo de 'confideration 


25 20 a4 18. 3 en en 
| of 


„ 
l The God who' furadftied” ase 
powers and capacities, who formed che eye to fee, 


the ear to hear, the underſtanding to conceive, and 


ſpeech to convey our thoughts and conceptions to 
each other; the God who hath done this for the 
countleſs millions of the human race, could without 
any manner of doubt, and that with infinite eaſe, 
communicate his will to ſome, whom he might ſee 


fit to chuſe for that purpoſe, in a different manner 
from what he hath Hons to tha de TA 2 


* 3 


FEY if he ſee fit, it . 3 a "folly to diſpute.— 5 
In all ages of the world i it hath been. ſuppoſed, not 

only that he could, but chat he actually has done i it. 

There were, and there ſtill continue to be, number- 
leſs traditions amongft the-heathens, of God's having 
made known his will at particular times, and on par- 
ticular occaſions, to ſome whom he choſe to inftru& 4 
and enlighten their fellow creatures. Now, if there 
had not actually been real communications, it is im- 
poſſible to account for there having ever been any 
pretended ones. Such an idea as that of deriving 
information from the Supreme Being, could never 
have entered into the heart of man, had not hgñůe 
himſelf conveyed it there. But after ĩt was known 
and believed that God would, on ſome extraordinary 
- occaſions reveal himſelf to ſuch as he ſhould think 
5 | Fay fit, 


(9) 


fit, then it is no wonder that ſome to ſerve their pri- 


vate views and purpoſes,” to attract a reverence to 


their perſons, and a ready ſubmiſſion to their doctrines, 
ſhould pretend to have been taught of God. None 
would. ever attempt to put off counterfeit coin, were 
it not for the value and efteem in which good coin is 
held: nor would any of the ancient legiſlators of the 
heathen world, have pretended to viſions and revela- 
tions from the Deity, had there not originally been 
ſome revelations given from him to choſen perſons 
amongſt the human race; the belief and perſuaſion of 
which might p ave the way for the e ee of Wage a 
' thoſe who Were OO qa Wa . 


Fa ©. * © 3x97 — — oe | wh 


| Now as there is not the leaf afteulty in arpekng | 
It poſſible that God might reveal himſelf to ſome of 
his creatures, in order to fit them the better for being 
inſtructors of others, ſo there is the greateſt reaſon to 
belleve that he has done it at ſundry times and in 
divers manners; and that the New Teſtament is a 

revelation from him is ſupported by all the teſtimony 
which the nature of the caſe will admit. Jeſus Chriſt 
profeſſed himſelf to be a teacher come from God: 
In order to prove this, he performed ſuch mighty 


works, as evidenced that God was with him. He 


made, and chat with a word, the lame to walk, the 
deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the blind, and 
amongſt others the man that was born blind, to 0 ſee, 


B . He 
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He healed every kind of fickneſs, and every kind of 


diſeaſe, and that not only without the application of 
medicine, but when at a diſtanee from the perſons ſo 
benefited, And beſides ſaving ſuch as ſeemed ap- 


pointed to die, he brought thoſe to life who were 


already dead. At his command the ſpirit of the 
daughter of Jairus, the ruler of the ſynagogue, returned 


5 again; the widow's ſon was reſtored to his mother ; 


and Lazarus raiſed from the grave after he had been 
dead four days. Even inanimate nature was obedierit 
to his command: not only did the fiſh, who of all 
ereatures are leaſt under the power of man, come to 
the diſciples nets at his bidding, but when he ſpake 
the word, the fig-tree immediately withered away; 
and even the winds and the ſea obeyed him, hor be | 
Jaid praces be fill, n.. aas 4 Wy. 5 


All theſe en were 3 Wan 


of multitudes, in places of the moſt public reſort; 
nor did thoſe who were the enemies of his doctrine 


deny the reality of his miracles, but maliciouſly and 


and fooliſhly imputed them to the power of Satan, 


whoſe kingdom they tended utterly to ſubvert. God, 
for wiſe reaſons, and in order to accompliſh the moſt | 
benevolent purpoſes, gave this Divine Teacher into 
the hands of his enemies: but what amaaing wonders 


* Mark iv. 39. DR 
were 


1 | ; 
wete/wrought at his deaths l With what glory did 
he fiſe from che tomb | What a confirmation was 
given to the truth of all he had revealed, when he 
was taken away from his diſciples and carried up into 
heaven! We haye the account of his life, actions, 
and teachings, from thoſe; who were from the be- 
ginning eye and ear witneſſes of chem“. There is no 
more cauſe to deubt that the books of 'the New 
Teſtament were written by the authors whoſe names 
they bear, than that Vireil and Cicero were the authors 

of the writings aſcribed to them. We know, from 
the undoubted hiftories of ancient times, that thoſe 
who firſt propagated the Chriſtian doctrine, fo far 
from being gainers by it, were on the contrary ex- 
poſed to the moſt dreadful ſufferings. Now it is 
abſelutely impoſſible that fuch numerous converts, 
ſhould in ſo ſhort a time have been made to the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, from all ranks, profeſſions, and ages, 
not only in oppoſition to their worldly intereſt; but 
at the riſk of loſing all that was defirable, and under- 
going all that was terrible to human nature, had there | 
not been ſuchevidences for the reality of the miracles 
performed, to confirm its truth, as MET the 
mind by their dere force. 


| 1 is vain to objekt that Chriſtians in | theſe LS 

' not being witneſſes to the miracles, kave no ſufficient 

| * Luke i. 2. 2 John i. 13. | 
„ evidence 


BY 12 * 


THe TER of the truth of their religion. 3 8 


are degrees of evidence which will weigh with all 


rational creatures as much as ſeeing or hearing. 


Would not he be thought a fool, who ſhould diſpute 


there being ſuch cities as Rome or Jeruſalem, though 


he never ſaw them? Or who ſhould refuſe to believe 


that ſuch men as Alexander and Julius Cæſar once 


exiſted, notwithſtanding they have long been turned 
to duſt. God has given us reaſon and underſtanding. 
In the courſe of his providence he is continually 
raiſing up men of ability and integrity, from whoſe 
writings all may derive that degree of improvement 
which may enable them to be competent judges of 
the truth of the ſcriptures, and though we do not ſee | 


our Lord's miracles with our bodily eyes, yet the 


eye of the mind is ſo formed, as to be capable of 
diſcerning between truth and falſhood, right and 
wrong. Moſt admirable defences of Chriſtianity are 
to be purchaſed at a very cheap rate. A perſon may 
read ina week, yea in a day, enough to convince him 
fully of its truth and importance. Nor have ſuch 


defences come only from the miniſters of religion. 
Arguments moſt undoubtedly, and not the men who 


argue, ſhould be the ſole objects of conſideration, in 


all matters ſubmitted to the reaſon and underſtanding. 


But as Chriſtianity, or rather ſome human repre- 


ſentations of that heavenly ſyſtem having been adopted | 


Lp 


6 13 * 


dy the rulers of his vorld, and defonded with great : 
zeal, and frequently with great ability by men who 
call themſelves the miniſters of Chriſt; whilſt they 
have had very little of his ſpirit, ſome would un- 
generouſly inſinuate that all miniſters are intereſted 
and partial judges, and unreaſonably prejudice men 
againſt-their moſt weighty and concluſive arguments. 
of human improvement, can recommend to our ad- 
miration, or integrity and diſintereſtedneſs evinced by: 
a conduct uniformly worthy can gain our eſteem, num g 
bers could be produced from amongſt the clergy of 
every denomination, whoſe characters ſet them above 
all ſuſpicion of being actuated by motives inferior to 
| thoſe held forth by the religion they loved and 
honoured. How noble and ſublime theſe are let the 
ſcriptures ſpeak. But Chriſtianity has not been 
defended by its miniſters only, or ſuch as had a 
preſent intereſt to ſerve by its being ſupported. Men 
the moſt free from every partial bias, who thought 
for themſelves, and ſpent long and honourable lives 
in endeavouring to diſpel the miſts of error; the 
Boyles, the Lockes, the Newtons, and innumerable 
others, whoſe very names the ſons of ſcience and 
learning revere, have howed down at the footſtool of 
leſus, as their beſt inſtructor; they have confeſſed that 
what they learned of the Great God, from the book 
of nature, well as they were qualiſied to read it, was 
. nothing 


* 


(4) 
grace, which, to uſe the words of one of them, had 
God for its author, ſalvation for its end, and 
Pom e end 5 


But let a man bar has the * n wie | 
no farther than to the diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord 
_ himſelf, and to the writings of thoſe who taught in 
kis name. Surely when it is conſidered how ad- 
mirably they are fitted to releaſe our minds from 
anxious cares and tormenting paſſions, to make us 
happy in ourſelves, uſeful to others, and to lay the 
ſbundation of the nobleſt hopes, which, if men 
were influenced by them, would eſtabliſ the do- 
minien of peace, benevolence, and love, in the 
earth; let à man read theſe diſcourſes and 
writings, and his own reaſon will tell him, hat 
they are worthy of God, and e ee ee | 
of all acceptation amongſt men. The philoſopher 
may find much in the New Teſtament to exerciſe 
his abilities, whilft the peaſant may underſtand 
ee ee e 


W — nnn 
| ſeen fit 460 make of himſelf, to mankind at large, 


Mr, Locke. | 
3 5 N ; | and 


ar | n 


g and to:Chrifians in n may he not, . 
he not reveal. himſelf in a peculiar manner to thaſt 


who, whilſt they behold his glory in his works, 
offer him a ſincete tribute of praiſe? whilſt they 
read his word, receive it into N nen 

it the 1 of their lives ? ie 


* 
YO 


1885 eee Frome ous; 3 i X 
<< be will keep my avords ; an my Father will, l, 
e make, eur 

4 abode.with him*.”” This refers to ſome different 
manifeſtations from thoſe with, which the generality 
are fayoured; for it js an anſwer to that queſtion, 
Lord, how it it chat thou, wilt manifeſt thyſelf unts 
ur, and not, unto the, world ?. Some will treat the 
doctrine of divine influences and aſſi ſtances, as the 
mere fancy of men of warm imaginations, whoſe 
paſſions, have the aſcendency over their reaſon, ; or 
as the mere pretence of eie dene nd. 
"I . el,. 47979 ede eh of 
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as es . d oft hikes. 
influences, without loſing, the benefit. of their ren 
ſon, is evident, becauſe many who have given the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of a. ſound. judgment and an en- 
e Folly: perſuaded. of the 


aer. End 55 5 i TY 
a” | N 8 25 F 
reality 


(6) 
reality of them; and that this belief is" at leaſt 
* ee AP _ OS?! 3g * wn 


That God kak: \ furniſhed us clade all-our coeds 
wie capacities, and that from him we derive our 
ability to think and reflect, is univerſally allowed. 
That God hath alſo done much more than this, by 
_ revealing himſelf at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, to ſuch as he ſaw fit, is a truth admitted 
by the wiſeſt of the heathen world „and never diſ- 
puted by any Jew or Chriſtian; the whole of whoſe 
religion refts upon this foundation. Now if God 
give to all whatever degrees of reaſon and under- 
fanding” they have, if he make known his mind, 
and will in a peculiar manner to ſome, it is not 
only abſurd but blaſphemous to ſay that he cannot - 
manifeſt himſelf to whom he will, 'by giving them 
Hght and aſſiſtance, or filling” them with comfort 
and joy, as he may ſee fit. That God can do this, 
no man, I believe, ever ventured to diſpute. That 
God will always continue to do this, we have better 
proof than the mere fancies of men of warm ima- 
Einations, or even the experience of men of the 
moſt enlightened minds. We kave the clear, ex- 
preſs, and repeated declarations of his Holy Word: 
whith, though it diſcover to us many things, which 


our own reaſon would never have enabled us to do, 


2 8 never Oe any” thing to our belief, the 
poſſi. 


6 5 
| poſſibility of which is not apparent to chat cath 


which is given to us, wheredy to form a e 
ö of truth. 


| There 3 KB OD the lea ground * ra 
| poſing that the promiſe | of our Lord, above quoted, 
was made to the apoſtles only. Fe uſes language 
exactly of the ſame Import in his addreſs to the 
church of Laodicea, in order to quicken their 
lukewarm zeal, and to rouſe their ſluggiſh ſouls to 


diligence. Behold I and at the door and knock ; 


if any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 will 
come in to him, and will ſup wich him, and he with 


Can this poſſibly ſignify any thing leſs than 


As. that thoſe whoſe hearts are open to inſtruction, 
and ready to embrace the doctrines of the goſpel, 
ſhall receive ſuch ſupports and conſolations as will 
refreſh, ſtrengthen, and invigorate their ſouls. The 
efficacy is not imputed ſolely to the words them- 


ſelves, it is receiving the word with readineſs, 
which fits the heart and ſoul for thoſe communi- . 


cations of light and comfort, immediately imparted 
from the God of all conſolation. 


Thus 805 our Lord Masch, bulls addrefling 

himſelf to the multitude at large. V a on ſhould 

* bread of any of you. that is a father, will ve give 
* Rev. iii - 20. 


"0 | —_— 


o 


* 18 ), 

| bim 4 fene; or if he af a fb, will be for a fb give 
- bim a ſerpent ;, or if be ſhall aſt an egg, wwill he offer 
bim à | ſcorpion. If ye then, being evil, know how. to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much more ſhall 


Jour beavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that. 


4ſt him*. Words which plainly imply, not only 
that affiſtance from the Holy Spirit may be expected 
by thoſe who aſk for it, but that ſome ſuch aſſiſtance 
is as neceſſary to preſerve the ſpiritual life as food 
to keep the body in vigour. 'That the operations 


_ and affiftances of the Holy Spirit are not always to 


be diſtinguiſhed from the natural powers of the | 
mind; that thoſe may be aided by it in a virtuous | 
and a religious courſe, who have no diftin& per- 
ception of its efficacy may be readily allowed. But 
though there have. been, and ftill may be, many 


truly good men, who have not had any ſenſible 


experience of the manifeſtations of divine love, 
concerninꝑ which the ſeriptures ſpeak, yet this i is 
far, very far from proving that there are in reality 


no ſuch manifeſtations at all, and that the true | 


meaning of ſuch paſſages of SO has been 


| miſtaken. 


If it be aſked, PE ſhould one be thus favoured 
of God above another; ſeeing he is the Father of 


all? a ſatisfactory anſwer may be given to this * 
| * Luke xi 1%. 


„ a9 ) | 
ſome perſon will tell Us, why one is formed fs 
more vigorons, ftrong, and heatthy conſtitution of 
body than another; Why one is placed from his 
very birch in more ealy and agreeable circumſtances - 
than' another; Why one is formed With a finer 
genius, and with faculties much more capable of 
great improvement than another, with more ami- 
| abi and worthy diſpoſitions, and his lot caſt in a 

ſttuation much more favourable to his moral and 
religious improvement. N]l theſe things are diſ- 
_ poſed by the” Almighty as ſeemeth good in his 
ſight, Reſpecting ſuch matters as theſe, he may 8 
conſiſtently, with every idea of jußtice and goodneſs, 
exerciſe the ſame power over his creatures as the 
potter does over the clay, who out of the ſame 
lamp makes veſſels of different kinds and for dif- 

forent uſes. The Lord is good to all, aui bis lender 
mercies art over all bis works, yet the fame quantity 
of what we call good is not imparted equalty.” Get 
2 avilling that all men fhould'be ſaved, and come to the 
hrnowletlge of the truth, yet it is evident that all have 
not equal advantages and opportunities. What 
ſhall we ſay to thoſe things? We learn from the 
ſoriptares, that God will not expect to reap where he 
has · not on, that he will got expect tue obed ĩen ce 
of \Chriftians -from thoſe She hase bod only che 
light of nature to guide them“. He-lnowerh our | 
Frame, he e that We are but duſt, and will 


5 „Rom. 2, ed lee E | 
15 i ks, | make 


4% 

make every gracious allowance for the unavoidable. 
ignorance and errors of his creatures, requiring, 
nothing more of them than they are able to per- 
form, and rewarding them for the ſmalleſt attain- 
ments in goodneſs, if the higheſt to which they 
could arrive, infinitely - n what e can 
deſire or conceive. 


5 In the diſpoſal of favours, God has a ſovereign 
right to diſpenſe them as he pleaſes. Every crea- 
ture will be happy, if not wanting to himſelf; but 
: ſurely the degrees of that happineſs are to be 
beſtowed in what manner he ſhall ſee fit; from whom 
every kind of good is derived. All thoſe who have: 
the goſpel in their hands, may learn from thence: 
the way of ſalvation, and if they come unto God in 

the method he hath appointed, he will give them 
all needful grace, but ſome may receive more ſen-. 
fible manifeſtations of his grace than others, which 
will contribute unſpeakably to the joy of thoſe Who | 
are thus favoured, and of which none have any right 
to Somplain. 


The cle Paul prays, that the God of. hope would. 
| fill the Roman converts with all conſolations and joy in 
believing, thas they might abound in hope through the 
N 2 the He Ghoſt*. ** that = Oe on the 


3 Rom. XV. 13. 


A 


Son 
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2 of God, hath the "witneſs in Bibel, FR? 
Fe wrought in the mind to give him an inward 
conviction of the truth and excellency of his reli- 
gion, and which frequently produces a joy which. 
the world knows nothing of, and the degrees of 
which are very different in the minds even of ſincere 
Chriſtians, but ſufficiently ſtrong in all ſuch to 


keep them in the love of God, and in * faith of 
l Chriſt. 


The hls: pious may hope 158 ſuch peace in 
their own breaſts, and ſuch an inward. aſſurance of 
their intereſt in the divine favour as will lay a ſolid 
foundation for their comfort and happineſs. Some 
feel no extraordinary tranſports of ſoul, but others 


have been enabled by it to go on in their ſpiritual . 
courſe rejoicing. To this muſt be owing the fifm 


faith of many in the doctrines of the goſpel, and 
their unſhaken adherence to its precepts. Thou- 
ſands and tens of thouſands, who love our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and have the ſtrongeſt con- 


victions of his being a teacher ſent from God, never 
had an opportunity of examining into the eyidences 
of the Chriſtian religion; and yet, ſo far from 
having any doubts on their minds, reſpe&ing the 
truth of the ſcriptures, they have] made them the 
rule of their conduct, the * of their lives, and 


| I ſony. „ 15 
Fi found 
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found in them ſuch 0 under every eid, | 
as the world can never give, und which, when de 


| ROY of every other comfort, nothing could take 


"The aldrefs made to ſuch, in the foHowing' 
lines . the juſtly eſteemed Dr. Watts, are feelingly 


: deferiptive'sf the inward evidence, the reality and 
 viiſpeakable pleaſures of which, that man of God 


appeared to havr experienced, in all its operas 


: 
power, and clicacy. py REES 


A "Witneſs ye Tunes ther Chi üs e, 
Tell ho name imparts e ee ee. 
Phe life of 'grice and glory 3 
«R049 eee eee o 
s 4 * Foes * A 
1 The bewechy building i begun, 
e ee eee 
His hand fall lay the crowning bose, 
£5 . well perform is ico To wh 
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5 Four Büls We Wor- by inden riles, 
N Your joys and graces ſhine ; a 
Tos need no learning of the ſchools, | | 
ee ge K e 25 k 
There” waking wrought at you ſhews 
That Jeſus ſaves the world. | 


In 
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In ſuch are fulfilled the was of our blefed 555 
Saviour, if any man doth his vill, be ſhall know the 
doftrine whether it be of God. In conſequence of 
a man's being diſpoſed to obey the laws of his | 
| Creator, as far as diſcernible, by that. light which 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world, 
he ſhall be enlightened more and more, and have 2 
full conviction wrought in his breaſt, of all thoſe | 
important truths, in which the Lord Jeſus came to 
inſtruct a fallen race. He that belieueth on the. San 


5 of wy "ug the witneſs in bimfelf +. 


| This inward TPP and retimony, pe 
| of more efficacy and force than ten thouſand. in- 
genious arguments, will not render the Chriſtian | 
averſe. from hearing and, attending to the proof 
which may be offered by the learned, in fayour of 
that divine ſcheme of religion held forth in the 
: goſpel. No, he prays, devoutly prays, fora blefling 
on all the proper means which can be made uſe of, 


to win over the fallen race of Adam to the obedi. 


ence of faith 3 but. he will be able to rejoice more 
abundantly, in proportion as he is enlightened more 
and more by the good ſpirit of grace. It is o-wᷓag 
to theſe manifeſtations from above, that numbers 
wo been preſerved from the 1 which 
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| 0 in them ſuch cfedicich nen | 


46 the world can never give, and Which, when de- 


orion of every other comfort, nothing could take 
| Me atdrefs mate to ſuch, in the foHowing' 
_ lines W Vives juſtly eſteemed Dr. Watts, are feelingly 
dseſeriptive of the inward evidence, the reality and 
uonſpeukable pleaſures of which, chat man of GO 


appeared to have experienced, in all its e ere 


power, and ciency. 255 


Wiineſs ye faints Ader brit üs tn trae; a 
"TelFhow his name imp artes : 
I ton fe of grace and glory too; 
a ener oy hearts. | 
4 F F 
"The — bete e Ef Fl 
"When ye receive the Lord; TEN 
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| Lerhexthens feof, and Jews oppoſe, rn 
Let Satan's' bolts be hurl'd; Weder 
There's ſomething wrought within you ſhe ws 
hat Jeſus ſaves the world. 
Fu In 
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In ach. are fulfilled the warls of our b bleſſed : 
Saviour, if any man doth his will, he ſpall know the 7 
doftrine ewhether it be of God. In conſequence of _ 
a man's being diſpoſed to obey the laws of his 
Creator, as far as diſcernible, by that light which 
| lighteneth every man that cometh into the world, | 
he ſhall be enlightened more and more, and have a 
full conviction wrought in his breaſt, of all thoſe 
important truths, in which the Lord Jeſus. came to 
inſtruct a fallen race. He that belieweth on the San 


905 7 ow bath the witneſs in S +. 


This inward Fung and 8 8 
; of more efficacy and force than ten thouſand in- 
genious arguments, will not render the Chriſtian | 
averſe. from hearing and. attending to the proofs 

which may be offered by the learned, in favour of 
that divine ſcheme of religion held. forth in the 
| goſpel. No, he prays, devoutly prays, fora blefling 
on all the proper means which can be made uſe of, 


to win over the fallen race of Adam to the obedi- 


ence of faith z but he will be able to rejoice more 
abundantly, in proportion as he is enlightened more 
and more by the good ſpirit of grace. It is owing 
to. theſe manifeſtations from above, that numbers 

| Have been preſerved from the e, Which 


65 24 0 
are in the world through luſt. Wels who have had 
ſtrong paſſions, and been placed in ſituations very 
unfavourable to their improvement in religious 
virtue, have nevertheleſs kept themſelves ſo pure, 
Land made ſuch attainments in goodneſs as cannot 
be aſcribed to mere arguments addreſſed to the 
underſtanding, which ſo often fail of taking effect; 
but to that rich and diſtinguiſhing grace of God, 
which when, and how, and in whomſoever he 
pleaſes, exerts a a ſovereign as 
To the ſame cauſe muſt we aſcribe thoſe holy | 
elevations of ſoul, above the objects of time and 
ſenſe, which have rendered many of whom we read, 
and ſome it is poſſible Wbom we have known, fo 
indifferent about preſent things, as to be able to 
preſerve not only a calm and tranquil, but what is 
more, a chearful and grateful temper of mind, 
under a heavy weight of preſent afflictions. When 
God manifeſts himſelf to the ſoul, the ſufferings 
of the preſent ſtate will appear not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which ſhall hereafter be 
revealed, and in the expectation of this the fincere 
| diſciples of Jeſus will poſſeſs their ſouls in patience. 
Many, many have there been in great ſtraits, and 
difficulties, in deep ſorrows and diſtreſſes, ſuch as 
would have made the mere men of the world, 
or the generality of profeſſing Chriſtians quite 
| miſerable, 


(895). ); 
| miſerable, who have nevertheleſs felt ch and 
joy, ſpringing up in their ſouls, which has rendered 


their condition more deſirable than that of any af 
the kings and princes of the earth, When the tear 


has been trickling down the eye, and the heart 


been heaving with ſorrow; | yet the countenance has 
- +brightened; and the ſoul 'received freſh life and 


vigour, from the inward perſuaſion, that however 
alt We went the immortal intereſt Was ſecure, 


When Ge manifelts himſelf. to the! ok; 85 
en of the proſent time will appear not avorthy to 


be compared with the glory euhich ſpall be revealed * ; 


and in the firm perſuaſion of this, the diſciples of 


Jeſus will poſſeſs their ſouls in patience. In the 


i forrows of others their hearts will feel a tender 
ſympathy; but thoſe can never fink under their 
own, Who are comforted by the God of all con- 
Iſblation. It is this inward principle, which renders 
Chriſtians ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abound- 

"Ing in the work of the Lord. It is a faith pro- 

Uuced in their hearts by the power of the Holy 
2Ghoft; which overcometh the world, and <uboſcewer 


is thus born of God feuneth not +. He does not allow 


-himfelf in the habitual violation of any of his 
Maker's commands, for he cannot thus fin; it would 


| + Roin, vill. 18. t 1 John iii. 9. | : 
D | be 


e 


acting contrary to the nature of one born from . 
not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, we the word - 
* God ens liveth and abideth for ever®:; = 
| Whilg we continue in this ſtate * uial ne pro- 
bation, there is certainly ſuch a poſſibility of falling 
as will make every true Chriſtian watchful and 
eircumfpect; yet there have been ſome, who, by a 
courſe of ſteady obedience to the rules given us in 
the goſpel, and a ſerious application to the duties of 
piety, aided by a power from on high, have been 
ſo ſtrong in the Lord, and ſo firm in their attach. 
ment to the truth, that temptations have in a 
manner loft their force and efficacy upon their 
minds. They have' felt a ſacred indifference to 
thoſe objects which captivate the many, and drown 
them in deſtruction and perdition. They take but 
little pleaſure, and deriveno ſatis faction from thoſe 
things which numbers eagerly ſeek after; but their 
rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of their conſciences, that 
| in fimplicity and  gedly fincerity they have had their 
converſation in the world +, They are freed from all 
doubts or fears reſpecting that hope of the divine 
mercy which excels all other hopes, as much as 
* heaven excels the earth, as much as eternity ex- 
<« cels time, and God the creature. St. Paul, 


"2m 3 Pet. i. 23. : T2 Cor. I» 12. 
2 oh when | 


when he wrote his epiſtle to the Corinthians, ſays, | 
 ©6:1,avill keep my body and bring it into ſubjefion ; left. 
0 that by any means, when I habe preached 70 others, 
„ my/elf ſhould PO Age And he gives us. 
this excellent caution: Let him that thinketh b 
«x fandeth take heed left he Fall.” Whilſt engaged 
in the active ſcenes of life, he kept a watchful eye 
over his heart, that temptations might not ſubdue 
it. This produced in the end a full aſſurance of 
hope, and when become Paul the aged he was able 
to ſay, with joy and triumph, 7 know him in 
cc .whom 1 have believed, and I am perſuaded that be 
© is able to keep that which I have committed to him 
againſt that dayy.”* I have fought a good fights 
«« 1 have finiſbed my courſe, 1 hace hept the faith, 
©, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righte- 
ce ouſneſs, which Lord, the righteous judge ſhall give 
c me at that day, and not to me only but unto all them 
that love his appearingt. That grace which 
made the apoſtle what he was, has made many others 
likeminded, and begotten in their ſouls that ele- 
vation above every preſent object, that joy in the 
expectation of future bleſſedneſs, that lively hope, 
and firm perſuaſion of their being appointed to be 
the heirs of it, that heaven has been begun below, 
and their hearts have experienced pleaſures un- 


ſpeakable and full of glory. 


Kn Ver. ix 2 1 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 1 Tim. iv. 7. | 
| 2 S 
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Some may be ready to call this the language of 
enthuftaſm, as if at variance with the words of 


truth and ſobernefſs. But many have uſed ſuch 


language, who have given every poſſible evidence 
of the ſoundneſs of their underſtandings; and whoſe 
conduct and behaviour have proved them to be very 
different from mere pretenders to religion. Such 
ſurely have a right to ſpeak of what they have 


known, and to teſtify what they have felt. A de- 
gree of enthuſiaſm, a full conviction of the-excel- 
lencies of what a man is in purſuit of, and an 
ardent deſire of attaining to the higheſt degrees of 


perfection in it, ſuch an enthuſiaſm is neceſſary in 


all laudable and great undertakings, and ſince no 
one can be truly religious, without being convineed 
that to be ſo is the only real excellence of a ra- 


tional creature, it muſt be accompanied with plea- 


fores of the ſublimeſt kind. Divine communications 
will inſpire every believer with a ſolid well- grounded 


hope, and if they are ſaid to have raiſed the ſouls 


of ſome to raptures which even many good men 
have not felt, ſhall the poffibility of this be denied, 


or ſhall it be termed mere fancy or imagination, in 
contradiction to the experience of thouſands whoſe 
ande 925 them to be the excellent of the exp ? 


A miſer has no conception of the onions arifing 5 


from acts of benevolence; a rake is a ſtranger to 


4 


(4 290 5 pe 1 
"the as which proceed from Poriey of heart de. 5 
proud and ambitious have no idea of the 
- thoſe to whom virtuous poverty is real eie * 
and many who have gotten riches by fraud and gb. 
preſſion Know nothing at all of the manly, the noble 
ſatis faction reigning in the breaſt where true honeur 
and unſpotted integrity have taken up their abode. 
But are generoſity, and chaſtity, and contentment, 
and honeſty, mere empty names? Oh how vile, how. 
contemptible, how deſpicable W. men who; will | 
1. afirm this ! They muſt have low, groveling minds, 
quite ignorant of | the dignity to which human nature 
is capable of riſing. But that the exerciſe of theſe 2 
virtues affords unſpeakable pleaſure, can be known, 
only from the teſtimony of others and from qur:own- - 
feelings. A miſer,a rake, a proud or a diſhoneſtwretch, 
can have no ideas concerning them; and to ſpeak 
of them to ſome would be as uſeleſs as. a diſſertation 8 
upon harmony and ſounds to the deaf. Let not A 
' thoſe be made the ſubjects of ridicule. and ſcorn, | 
who are convinced that religion. affords . pleaſures, | 
that faith produces effects, that divine love acts upon 
the mind, in a way, concerning which nothing but 
experience can enable a perſon to form an adequate 
idea or proper judgment. Some may have pre- 

0 tended to theſe feelings, though utter ſtrangers to 
them and ſo there are pretenders to every virtue : l 
under heaven; but this. does not deſtroy the reality 

| of 
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of virtue, though it will guard mo y prudent mary 5 . 5 


_ ES and * 


; - Thoſe who have . feelings, EA <5 YR are 
| 4 by the fame celeſtial power, with that 
humility, which will prevent their making them the 
ſubje& of vain boaſting, and they will have ſuch a 
happy influence on the whole of their conduct, as to 
render it evident that they are indeed the children 
of their Father, who is in heaven. They will not be 
forward to ſpeak of that which they have known and 
felt, but adore in filent gratitude of ſoul, that Great 
Being who thus manifeſts himſelf to his people, and 
rejoice in chat Saviour who though now abſent from 
the fight is preſent in the hearts of all believers, — 
Of this preſence ſome have more ſenſible proofs and 
demonſtrations than others; but the leaſt degree of 
it will inſpire the mind with warm and affeQtionate 
gratitude, and it is worthy. of being ſought after, as a 
pearl of great price. Thoſe who have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, ought to magnify his grace by en- 
deavouring to convince the world that it may and 
does thus exert it ſelf; but this may be proved to the 
ſatis faction of all who make the ſcriptures their rule, 
and believe all that is there taught and delivered, by 
appealing to thoſe ſeriptures themſelves. By the 
ſtudy of theſe, by ſerious meditation, devout prayer, 
attending on all the ordinances of religion, at the 
h Lord's | 


= 3 * 


Lord's table amongſt the reſt, and by a kin 3 SR 
as to our temper and frame of mind on God's own. _* 
; day: the not improving which ſacred ſeaſon is the 


| grand cauſe that fo many profeſſing | Chriſtians are 


ſtrangers to the divine life. By the uſe of theſe i ; 


means, we may hope in God's own time, who often 
ſees fit to exerciſe the faith and patience of his peo- 3 
; ple to obtain ſome manifeſtations of his love. When 
we are thus favoured, then ſhall we know. how to 
value them, and be enabled to 0 with N 
e e, e eee 
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The AerbeBben with which theſe. * te 
been favoured, and the enquiry. for-them,. fince 
the firſt impreſſion was ſold off, have induced the 
Author to think of publiſhing a ſecond and cor- 
reed edition: in which he intends, i in the room 
| of the Tranſlation from Hocrates, to add Two 
Diſcourſes, never before publiſhed, and ſome - 
Prayers for Youth. The execution of this deſign 
is deferred, till he - ſees whether it will meet 
with encouragement ſufficient to indemnify the 
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Such as are cls to countenance this edition 
are deſired to ſend their names tothe Author, or. 
to T. Norris, Printer, in or to A. 

| Bxown and Son, Briſtol, or to J. (Jonxsox, 
No. 72, St. Paul's Churchyard, or R. Baupwin, 85 
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